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Americans for Limited Government Research Foundation
9900 Main Street

Suite 303

Fairfax, VA 22031,

Americans for Limited Government, Inc.

9900 Main Street

Suite 303
Fairfax, VA 22031,

Howard Rich

73 Spring St.
New York, NY 10012,

Respondents.
COMPLAINT

Complainant files this complaint under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1) against Americans for
Limited Govemnment Research Foundation, Americans for Limited Government, Inc., and their
Chairman, Howard Rich ("Respondents") for violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act,
as described below.
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A. FACTS

Americans for Limited Government Research Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization that
is incorporated under the laws of Delaware. Americans for Limited Government, Inc. is a
501(c)4) organization and i also incorporated under the laws of Delaware. Both entities share
the same mailing address and the same chairman, president, and secretary. Howard Rich serves
as the chairman of both organizations, mmmuwsmuma
wewedatmmhm_qm Aceordmgtothewehme,AmmcansfoertedGovemmmtxs
anmmmhonﬂmtsuppoﬂs pnnclplesofhmtedgovment'md“work[s]mﬂllocalmups
amssthenaﬁontopromoteﬁeedom,ﬁmhedgwmﬂmdthepﬁmiplesoftheus.
Constitution.” - ' '

On or about October 8, 2008, Mr. James Ross received a threatening letter on "Americans
for Limited Government Foundation” lettelhcadthatwassmdby"Howndech,Chmrmm.
Attachment A. 'l‘heletterreadmrelevmtpart, -

As a donor to one or more ["left-wing' "]orgamzauonsandeﬁoﬂs,youhavebeenableto

engage in these activities without notice, operating in relative obscurity. 1 am writing to

inform you that this will no longer be the case.

Your name has been put in our database. We are monitoring all reports of a wide variety

of leftist organizations. As your name appears in subsequent reports, it is our intentto .

publicize your involvement in your local community. Should any of these organizations

hefolmdtobemgagedmﬂlegalorqmmnahlelchvnty,ltuommwnttopubhcmyour '

. involvement with those activities. . , -
Byrdeu‘ingtoMr. Ross's ibility to "operate] in relative obsourity,” the letter appears to suggest
thmMr.RouhnmdecontibuﬁmsthdSﬂgmmwhichdommthdrdbmsw_
the FEC. ' | _ |

A search of the IRS 527 contributor database indicates that Mr. James Ross has never

pndqadonaﬁon'to any 527 organization. Mr. Ross has, however, donated money to the
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Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee ('DSCC), a qualified party committee that is
registered with the FEC. A number of the DSCC's other donors have received the same or
similar threat letters from Respondents. It is unclear how Respondents could have obtained the
names and personal addresses 6fnsc'_c's voters other than from the DSCC's FEC filings.
Complainant thus alleges that Respondents obtained Mr. Ross'snamemda.ddressmdthenmes
mdM&usaofomaDSCCdmﬁommeDSCGsFECﬁﬁngs.

B. LEGAL ARGUMENT: RESPONDENT HAVE ILLEGALLY USED FEC
REPORTS TO MAKE THREATENING COMMUNICATIONS TO INDIVIDUAL
DONORS.

FECA provides that the Commission must make reports and statements filed with it
available to the public for inspection and copying within 48 hours after receipt. It is illegal,
however, to use or sell information copied from such reports "for the purpose of soliciting
contributions or for commercial purposes.” 2 U.S.C. § 438(a)(4); see also 11 C.E.R. § 104.15(a).
In drafting this prohibition, Congress was concerned that the Act's reporting requirements would
"open up the citizens who are generous and public spirited enough to support out political
activities to all kinds of harsssment . .. " 117 Cong. Rec. 30057 (1971) (statement of Senator
Bellmon).

In light of this legislative history, the Cormission has read section 438(z)(4) as "a broad
prophylactic measure intended to protect the privacy of the contributors about whom information
is disclosed in FEC wbﬁc records." Advisory Op. 2003-24. For example, in Advisory Opinion
2003-24, the Commission found that it was impermissible for a nonptoﬁt organizatioh to, inter
alia, use FEC records to sand contributors communications that (a) provnded information about
the health eﬁ'ects of lmokmg and tobacco regulation, or.(b) urged recipients to contact Federal
officeholders concerning these subjects. The Commission reasomd that these communications
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would target the very persons Congress intended to protect for the very reasons Congress
intended to protect them. ... Although not all the proposed communications are for

fundraising purposes, all the proposed communications present the possibility of

repetitive and intrusive communications to contributors. Such activity would fall within

the realm of "harassment" Congress wanted to prevent.
H,

Assuming that Respondents obtained Mr. Ross's and the other recipients’ names and
addresses from the DSCC's FEC reports, they have violated section 438(a)(4). Respondents'
egregious conduct in precisely the type of harassment that Congress in_tended to prevent under
section 438(a)(4). Respondents have singled out the recipients solely because ey have
exercised their First Amendment right to make campaign contributions to 8 committee that
Respondents oppose. Their letter is clearly intended to intimidate the recipients and ehill
protected expressive activity. Further, the letter is not merely an isolated contact. Instead, it
indicates that the Respondeats will continue to intrude upan the recipients' rivacy, monitoring
their future political contributions and sctivities, and promises future harassment should the
recipients continue to contribute to groups that Respondents oppose. mededmnupondm
obtained the recipients' names and addresses from reports that were filed with the FEC, this

behavior is a clear violation of section 438(a)(4).

C. REQUESTED ACTION

Aswehaveshown.thekespondmumyhaveviolmdtheFeda"dEléeﬁonCampnign
AdWWgWhnmﬁMhFEdemﬂbMuﬂMMﬁdﬂ
contributors. We request that the Commission investigate how Respondents obtained Mr. Ross's
and the other recipients' names and addresses. Should the Commission determine that
RupondmﬁhvevhlﬁeleECA,wéMﬂly_mmmmbnmjomm
further violations and be fined the maximum amount permitted by law. '
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SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this /'3 day of 041{ { €L 2008,

4.7 /L.

Notary Public <

My Commission Expires:
2# Z :' zo 07
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9500 Main Strot

AMERICANS FOR ' Patrint e
alring,

IF..JM“'ED GOVERNMENT . I'hvone: 7083830880

OUNDATION Fax: 703.988.5258

St ko geberyry

Mr. James Ros
New York, NY 10021
Dear Mr. Ross,

Recgntly & naw left-wing .organization announced that it
would be targeting donors to conservetive, free-market
organizations. Tha major press anncuncement stated that ths
-organization intendsd 'ty engagk in such activities as “public
exposure,” having “watchdog groups digging through the lives” of
these individual$, and "possible legal trouble.”

As gomsone who has been put through that abuse over the

" years, I can tall you from first-hand experience that it is mot

fun and not something to take lightly. I have supported groups
and efforts that I believe will push back against the radical
agenda of the Laft. And, I have paid the price for {t, in
attacks, slurs and threats.

As a donor to one 'or more of these organizations and

- efforts, you have been able. to engage in these activities

without notice, opersting in relative cbscurity. I am writing
to inform you that this will no longer be the case.

Your name has been-put in our database. We are monitoring
-all reports of a wide varlsty of laftist organizations. As your
nama appears in subsequent reports, it is ouf intent td
publicizs your invoplvement in your local cormunity. Should any
of these organizations be found to be engaged ip lllegal or
gquestionable activity, it is pur invent to publicize your
dnvolvement with those activities. You should know that
instances of coordinated voter fraud ata surfating all acress
America ‘and investigations into possible criminal coordination
are undexvay.

For your review, 1.have entlosed a memorandum from our
legal counsel.

Howatd Rich
Chairman




